
What does a 2nd grade math class look like 
daily?

Number Talk

Students develop strategies to solve mental math 
problems with confidence.

Number of the Day/Three-Digit Number 
Detective

Students will explore and share different ways to 
represent a number. 

Problem of the Day

Students interpret a word problem, plan a strategy to 
solve it, and communicate their reasoning. 

Build & Explore

Students will practice the skills they have learned 
through fun and engaging activities.

*Decomposing numbers
*Two-digit addition and 
subtraction strategies 

*Three-Digit addition and 
subtraction strategies

*Recognizing patterns with 
numbers

*Representing numbers in 
multiple forms

*Developing mental math skills

*Decomposing numbers
*Standard form, word form, 

expanded form
*Rounding

*Recognizing patterns with 
numbers

*Representing numbers in 
multiple forms

*Making sense of word 
problems to determine what 
operations are necessary to 

solve them. 

Developing Mathematical Mindset is Our Goal! 

*Hands on learning and 
practice

*Working with peers
*Use of math tools and 

manipulatives
*Mathematical fluency
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At Home Math Advice for Parents 
6 Ways to set your child up for success in math!

1. Encourage children to play math puzzles and games (especially with 

dice). This will help kids enjoy math, and develop number sense, which 

is critically important. 

2. Encourage positive attitudes about math.

3. Always be encouraging when they are working on math problems. Use 

statements such as, “Oh, I see what you were thinking,”  “You are using 

what you know about addition to solve for 3 and 4, but when we 

subtract we take 3 away from 4.” 

4. It is important to be accurate when doing math, but fluency in 

addition and subtraction facts is important as well.   When using flash 

cards, do not emphasize speed over accuracy, but frequent practice 

will make your student more fluent and will make math easier for 

them. 

5. Encourage number sense.  For example, when working on 11 + 20, if you 

take one from the 11 and make it 10 + 20, it is much easier to solve. The 

flexibility to work with numbers in this way is number sense.  

6. Encourage a “growth mindset.” Let your child know that they have 

unlimited math potential and that being good at math is all about 

working hard. When children have a growth mindset, they do well 

with challenges and do better in school overall. When children have 

fixed mindsets and they encounter challenging work, they often 

conclude that they are not “a math person.”  One way in which parents 

encourage a fixed mindset is by telling their children they are “smart” 

when they do something well. That seems like a wonderful thing to 

do, but it sets children up for difficulties later, as when kids fail at 

something they will inevitably conclude that they aren’t smart after 

all. 

Use growth praise such as: “It is great that you have learned that,” or “I 

really like your thinking about that.” When they tell you something is 

hard for them, or they have made a mistake, tell them: “That’s 

wonderful, your brain is growing!” 


